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Civil Society Actors in Indonesia 

The Emergence of a Militant Counterculture  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL NGOS IN INDONESIA 

THE EMERGENCE OF A MILITANT COUNTERCULTURE AND THE COMPLEX ROLE OF 
TRANSNATIONAL MOVEMENTS 

 

 
1. NGOS IN INDONESIA: EVOLUTION AND TRENDS 
 
While comprehensive information and analysis on Indonesia’s NGO sector are hard to come 
by, it is currently estimated that there are an estimated 2,293 active NGOs in the country.1 
The fact that the latter have apparently been understudied is remarkable, given this large 
number. So is the emergence and increasing use of Civil Society Organizations/Actors 
(CSOs/CSAs), particularly in the environmental sector, to conceal other political counter 
culture groups that have converged in the new causes and the direct relation of using violence 
as part of the Civil Society Actors’ strategy to force change. After all, Greenpeace’s Executive 
Director said “Activism is a lifestyle choice”2 and the Southeast Asian Executive Director of 
Greenpeace, formerly of Friends of the Earth Indonesia,3 Emmy Hafild4 stated publicly that 
the explicit purpose of creating Friends of the Earth/WALHI was to “overthrow the 
government.”5 
 
The thin line between non-violent activism, direct actions (a military term), and anarchism, 
suggesting acts of violence, militancy, or terrorism is often blurred and easy to cross. Whereas 
traditional studies of the counterculture movement include the anti-war movement and 
anarchists, today the Indonesian counterculture movement includes a wide range of violent 
and non-violent fringe actors including, but not limited to, anarchists, the black bloc, animal 
rights groups, the emerging gay and lesbian movement, militant environmental groups, militant 
labor groups and many other shades of the social fringe6. In the context of Indonesia, the 
counterculture has yet to secure its place in the social, political science research spectrum; 
nevertheless, the counterculture movement is emerging on the fringes of militancy.  
 
The Indonesian anarchist is largely misunderstood but represents an increasingly influential 
factor in non-violent movements, attracting the disenfranchised to the extent of having 
managed to and capitalizing on the lack of attention and comprehension by Indonesian 
political and academic leadership. Academics in Indonesia are relatively oblivious to the 
growing violent militancy that is today present within the environmental movement and 
embraced by groups such as the People’s Democratic Party, the LMND, the STR/PRD, the 

                                                      
1 See STATT NGO Sector Review Final Draft (November 2012); report commissioned by AusAid Indonesia 
http://www.ausaid.gov.au/business/Documents/indo-ks15-ngo-sector-review-phase1.pdf (accessed in 
February 2013). 
2 http://greenpeaceblogs.org/2013/01/03/my-perfect-adventure-kumi-naidoo/ (accessed in January 2013) 
3 Locally called WALHI 
4 A professional activist and also founder of the German based Transparency International in Indonesia 
5 International Organizations as Practical Necessities; A comparative Approach to the Management of 
Cooperation; Page 114; Robert S. Jordan 
6 A common on-line banner circulated on social media sites symbolizes the growing alliance within the political 
underground as PRD, SRMI, LMND, FNBPI, STN Akademi Rakyat (AKAR) and Jaker. All of the groups pursue a 
symbolic alliance of the political left in Indonesia.  
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leftist Labour union groups, and other politically aligned parties.  These groups have also been 
loosely captured by one of the current political presidential candidates and his cadre.  
 
Generalized as militant environmentalists, the groups that emerged after the 1997/1998 
financial crisis enjoy wide global support today but fractions within the civil society fractions 
are on a trajectory of violence. Today, acts of violence are quickly termed vertical and 
horizontal conflicts by the CSOs and the NGOs but few studies have been undertaken that 
dissect the nature of the groups and their violent actions.  
 
Many of the violent and often deadly communal conflicts are part of a militant counterculture 
that has taken hold in Indonesia. The prime targets of the militants are large Indonesian 
players in the extraction industry who have been targeted by a complex, yet collaborative effort 
by the “big ten” foreign NGOs.7 Plainly, is has been argued the agenda of some foreign NGOs 
support the interests of foreign governments and large industry players and therefore confuses 
the political aim of the counter culture movement since generally the non-state civil society 
actors are held in higher respect by the European public. An example is the Dutch-based 
Unilever, which not only controls seats on the food commodity trading boards in the 
Netherlands but has extended its dominance into business elite clubs.8   
 
Some commentaries see that foreign groups' activities frequently serve to strategically 
undermine the developing market positions of indigenous corporations in countries like 
Indonesia, markets which the foreign multinationals seek to influence. The NGO agendas are 
seen increasingly seek to serve the interests of nation states which they perceive to be in 
alignment with their own interests, whether ideologically or as donors. It poses the question if 
non-state actors will be a trigger/factor in future trade conflicts between states.  
 
A recent influx of funding and policy support from foreign NGOs for local agents in Indonesia 
is a factor driving the rise of new forms of militancy. Yet the correlation between violence and 
foreign funding as a synthetic cohesive has to date been ignored by industry and policy 
officials alike. Violence in the context of Indonesia is often presented to the public as a result 
of the industrialization of Indonesia. Environmental and civil society groups are quick to blame 
industry, the security services, or accuse the government of not being responsive to the needs 
of civil society. And in many cases this is true. 
 
But the study of countercultures suggests that the fringes in Indonesia are bringing to the 
forefront a series of violent splinters that moved from non-violent to violent direct-action. 
Arson, violent demonstrations, industrial sabotage, and at least one instance of murder for 
political eco-purposes have been carried out in Indonesia. This has been overlooked by policy 
officials and the public. The transition from non-violent, militant-activism to direct-action 
militancy has occurred. Although some scholars consider political violence as part of the social 
fabric in Indonesia (Wilson, 2005, van Klinken, 2007) and argue the counter culture is part of 
the political system we see increasingly the Indonesian political underground/counter culture 
evolving independently from the political main stream. Although in support of a political 
direction or ideology the Indonesian anarchist is not unlike his European distant cousin that 
embraces a myriad of fringes within the societal mix of the counter culture in itself.   
 
This poses the question: Does premeditated murder constitute justified violence under the 
precepts promoted by the environmental movement? Finding the answer does not seem to be 

                                                      
7 http://animals.about.com/od/wildlifeconservation/tp/wildlifeconserv.htm ; (last accessed on 30 March 2013)  
8 The Unilever Chief Executive Officer is poised to assume the Chair of the increasingly activist World Business 
Council for Sustainable Development; other Unilever officials head the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm 
Organization (RSPO) 

mailto:editor@dafz.org
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of interest to academia. Too often ideological battles over the environment conceal an 
important, necessary debate. Reputable civil society actors need to face up to the dangers 
being created by many of their actions in Indonesia, which only 15 years ago embarked on 
the path of democracy.  
 
 
2. THE GLOBAL ACTION NETWORK: MILITANT ACTIVISM AND THE CROSSING OF 

THE CRIMINAL RUBICON 
 
Under closer scrutiny, we can see that foreign NGO actors from the European militant 
counterculture milieu have appeared in Indonesia where they are influencing the militant 
mindset. For example, FERN,9 in its recent newsletter, EU Forest Watch,10 ran an article titled, 
“APP, a world leader?,”11 which linked (http://tinyurl.com/c5rl95o) to the website of 
EarthFirst!Newswire, a newsletter run by the Lake Worth, Florida USA office of EarthFirst!12  
The European group FERN, which has sympathizers residing in Indonesia, links its publication 
to EarthFirst! and by extension to the Earth Liberation Front (ELF). The relationship is not 
merely sympathetic or symbolic but based on long standing personal relationships between 
actors and networks often through the social media networks.     
 
With these associations in mind, we must question what is the trajectory of the counterculture 
emerging in Asia, considering that ELF websites in Europe declare responsibility for arson 
attacks in Sulawesi?13 FERN is worthy of mention, as its membership includes known militant 
activists residing in Indonesia.    
 
In the U.S., the courts have handed down hefty court sentences to ELF eco-arsonists14 and 
are less lenient towards the destruction of private property. (In 2001 the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation classified ELF as the top "domestic terror" threat in the U.S., and its members 
are categorized by the U.S. Government as "eco-terrorists.”)15  A Greek eco-terror group 
called Conspiracy of Fire Nuclei,16 which was designated by the U.S. Department of State as 
an eco-terror group,17 appeared in 2010 in Indonesia where its members demonstrated 
against state plantations in Sulawesi.18 The group also appeared in the Philippines in 2012.19   
 
These are early signs of a new form of global militancy that is taking root in the Southeast 
Asian region. In January 2013, an Indonesian group called “Earth Liberation Front – Indonesia 
Fraction/ELF-IF” acknowledged responsibility for ATM attacks in Makassar in 2009. In its 
communiqués, ELF-IF employs textbook revolutionary, anarchist, communist rhetoric such as, 
“To our comrades of International Conspiracy for Revenge: let’s burn down this misery and 
slavery! Till the collapse of this civilization! Till the total freedom and wild life!”20  The ELF-

                                                      
9 The Forest European Research Network, UK based, Dutch registered Stichtung  
10 http://www.fern.org/sites/fern.org/files/FW%20180%20Mars%202013.pdf (accessed in March 2013)  
11 http://earthfirstnews.wordpress.com/2013/02/05/timeline-how-you-persuaded-asia-pulp-paper-to-stop-
cutting-down-indonesias-rainforests/ (accessed in March 2013)  
12 http://earthfirstnews.wordpress.com/about/ (accessed 9 April 2013) 
13 http://zinelibrary.info/files/islands%20of%20autonomy.pdf; The group operates a community base in 
Bandung and Makassar to from the anti-authoritarian structure in Indonesian and the Philippines.  
14 http://www.mostwantedhoes.com/news/ecoarsonist.php (accessed in February 2013) 
15 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth_Liberation_Front (last accessed 9 April, 2013) 
16 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conspiracy_of_Fire_Nuclei ; as of 13 October 2011 the group is designated as a 
U.S. 
17 http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2011/10/175362.htm (accessed in March 2013) 
18 http://325.nostate.net/?tag=black-bloc ; dated 28 January 2010; (accessed in February 2013) 
19 http://325.nostate.net/?p=5971 ; 23 July 2012 (last accessed in March 2013)  
20 http://anarchistnews.org/content/elf-strike-mexico-and-indonesia (last accessed 9 April 2013) 
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IF/Front Pembebasan Bumi (FPB) and Front Pembebasan Hewan (FPH), as part of the Front 
Pembebasan Bumi-Fraksi Indonesia, represent a new form of counterculture militancy in 
Indonesia.21  In January 2012, these groups claimed responsibility for attacking a power 
station in Manado.22   
 
These traditional anarchists are not only justifying criminal actions to pursue their militant 
goals. Their global attraction has given rise to a new breed of fundamental socialists co-
existing alongside traditional mainstream environmental groups who are part of the emerging 
militancy.  
 
Greenpeace and other groups are quick to suggest that peaceful forms of activism are not 
criminal; however, on 13 March 2013 the U.S. Court of Appeals disagreed.  The appellate 
court declared Greenpeace’s actions as “tortuous” and upheld a lower court’s ruling against 
the organization.23 In its judgment, the Court of Appeals distinctively identified the 
“endorsement of criminal conduct, illegal acts” and “endorsement by the global counterparts” 
as part of its reasons for ruling against Greenpeace.  
 
Surprisingly, a similar stance was taken by New Zealand, home of some of the high priests of 
environmental policy.24 In that country’s Court of Appeal, Greenpeace argued that the group 
should be allowed to obtain status as a charity.  Greenpeace’s previous request for such status 
was denied by the Charities Commission25 because it found that the organization’s criminal 
actions violated the New Zealand Charities Act of 2005.26  The New Zealand judgment reads: 
“As information sourced from Greenpeace’s website showed that non-violent direct action was 
central to Greenpeace’s work and might involve illegal activities such as trespassing, the 
Commission could not consider that illegal activities would provide a public benefit.”27 Although 
the media often portray foreign NGOs as innocent champions of the public good, this judgment 
suggests a markedly different reality. Although Greenpeace was later successful in re-
applying for charities status the High Court judgment was upheld by the higher court.  
 
 
3. REFORMASI: THE ROOT OF MILITANCY 
 
While the scope for civil society activism was limited under Suharto’s reign, rights-based and 
mass-based organizations continued to operate and brave students did not flinch from staging 
mass protests. The political parties representing the two leading Islamic mass organizations 
Muhammadiyah (PAN) and NU (PKB) were co-opted by the Suharto regime. The leftist PRD 
was banned after the Tanjuk Priok riots in 198428 but re-emerged in the shadow of the 
economic and political collapse of the Asian financial crisis.  

                                                      
21 http://325.nostate.net/?tag=kulon-progo ; 31 January 2013 (last accessed on 12 March 2013) 
22 http://membakarsenja.noblogs.org/?p=369; 9 January 2012 (last accessed on March 2013)  
23 http://cdn.ca9.uscourts.gov/datastore/opinions/2013/03/13/1235332.pdf ;  US Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit, 12 March 2013, No. 12-35332; D.C No. 3:12 cv-0042 SLG; Shell Gulf of Mexico vs. Greenpeace 
Inc. (Defendant – Appellant); (accessed March 2013)  
24 http://philanthropy.com/blogs/philanthropytoday/greenpeace-challenges-new-zealand-on-denial-of-
charity-status/52992 (accessed March 2013) 
25 Re Greenpeace of New Zealand Inc Charities Commission Decision 2010-7, 15 April 2010 [the Commission 
decision].  
2 Re Greenpeace New Zealand Inc [2011] 2 NZLR 815 (HC) [the High Court decision] 
26 http://www.charities.govt.nz/assets/docs/registration/judgments/GreenpeaceNZIncCourtofAppeal.pdf 
(accessed February 2013)  
27 http://www.charities.govt.nz/assets/docs/registration/judgments/GreenpeaceNZIncCourtofAppeal.pdf 
(accessed February 2013) 
28 12 September 1984, sources quote several hundred demonstrators were killed in the riots  

mailto:editor@dafz.org
http://325.nostate.net/?tag=kulon-progo
http://membakarsenja.noblogs.org/?p=369
http://cdn.ca9.uscourts.gov/datastore/opinions/2013/03/13/1235332.pdf
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Friends of the Earth quickly formed support for a local group called WALHI (Wahana 
Lingkungan Hidup Indonesia, or The Indonesian Forum for Environment), which eventually 
became Friends of the Earth Indonesia (FOEI/WALHI). One of its founding members, Emmy 
Hafield, “candidly stated that the reason she had assisted in the founding of WALHI (Friends 
of Earth Indonesia) was in order to employ it as a vehicle to overthrow the government.”29  
 
Hafield is the current Executive Director of Greenpeace Southeast Asia and resides in 
Thailand.30 She also founded Transparency International Indonesia and is the archetypical 
representative of militants of the 1998 Reformasi period who inspired the new generation of 
activists to willingly embrace violence as a form of resistance and civil disobedience.  
 
During Suharto’s New Order, repression was another way to deal with civil society activism 
and legal stipulations sought to minimize civil society expression (e.g. Law No. 8/1985 and its 
implementing regulation). Nonetheless, the 1970s and 1980s saw the emergence of a number 
of political and economic human rights organizations such as LP3ES (Lembaga Penelitian, 
Pendidikan dan Penerangan Ekonomi dan Sosial, 1971) and WALHI (1980). In addition, in the 
mid-1980s, international donors and International NGOs/INGOs began to fund and support 
local NGOs.  
 
Finally, the transition to representative democracy was brought about mainly by massive 
popular unrest led by student activist bases in Jakarta, Yogyakarta, Bandung, and Makassar. 
The 1990s marked the pinnacle in the evolution of NGOs in Indonesia when the number of 
NGOs skyrocketed. It can be said with a high level of accuracy that the political unrest resulted 
in the creation of a wave of NGOs; however, the data also confirms a steady increase in civil 
society actors leading up to the 1998 regime change.  
 
Chart 1: NGOs’ Founding Dates 
 

 
Source: STATT NGO Sector Review Final Draft, page 23 (see footnote). 

 
 
Independent commissions created by President B. J. Habibie, such as Komnas HAM and 
Komnas Perempuan, later functioned as NGOs. International donors focused on democratic 
reform and poverty alleviation. Indonesia Corruption Watch and the Urban Poor Consortium 
are prominent organizations in this respect. Greenpeace fully arrived in Indonesia only in 

                                                      
29 International Organizations as Practical Necessities; A comparative Approach to the Management of 
Cooperation; Page 114; Robert S. Jordan  
30 http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2006/05/07/emmy-hafild-finds-roots-greenpeace.html ; (last 
accessed February 2013) 
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2005, while the WWF began its Indonesian work in the 1960s and registered as a foundation 
in 1996. Although Greenpeace initially focused on India,31 Indonesia soon became the center 
of its Asian expansion. Following the 1998 unrest, the counterculture movement emerged 
within the Indonesian environmental and civil society groups where it adopted a new globalist 
anarchist agenda.  
 
Since 2008, the Indonesian government has been debating a revised law governing 
community or mass organizations (RUU Ormas) to replace the repressive Suharto-era Law 
Number 8/1985. If RUU Ormas gets passed into law, it would technically apply to all non-
governmental, non-market organizations in the country. Current drafts have clauses requiring 
organizations to seek permission from the government before accepting foreign funded 
donations or making program expenditures above Rp. 500 million.32  The draft law RUU Ormas 
has been strongly opposed by NGOs in Indonesia. The NGOs say that it will restore strict 
control of communities and organizations reminiscent of the authoritarian New Order.33 RUU 
Ormas might also be the result of the sometimes controversial actions of foreign-funded NGOs 
in Indonesia.  
 
For example, in May 2012 the Student Alliance Against Foreign NGOs (Aliansi Mahasiswa 
Tolak LSM Asing) requested information about Greenpeace at the Central Information 
Commission (KIP). Greenpeace was subsequently asked to report its finances transparently, 
which it had not done previously.  The result was the discovery that Greenpeace Indonesia 
had received funding from Greenpeace Southeast Asia to the tune of Rp 1,768,272,195 in 
2010 without the Indonesian Government’s knowledge.34 Greenpeace Indonesia, WWF, 
Forest Peoples Programme/Indonesian Scale Up, the Rainforest Action Network (RAN), and 
others are thus clearly foreign-funded NGOs – a fact that has given rise to Indonesian anti-
foreigner sentiments.  
 
Greenpeace and others from the Global Action Network (GAN) community are frequently 
engaging in actions that go beyond their legal status. Greenpeace is officially an association 
(Perkumpulan). Violations include boycotts of national products such as paper and palm oil. 
Greenpeace more often protests against Indonesian companies rather than foreign 
companies in Indonesia.35 
 
According to ministerial regulation Permendagri 33/2012, all organizations have to register 
with the Ministry of Home Affairs to acquire a "Registered Certificate."36 This certificate must 
be renewed periodically and can be suspended or revoked by the government. As a result, 
NGO representatives are worried that the certificate will be used as a tool by the government 
to exert tighter control over civil society.37  
 

                                                      
31 Greenpeace documents 
32 See RUU Ormas http://www.dpr.go.id/uu/delbills/RUU_RUU_Tentang_Organisasi_Masyarakat.pdf  
(accessed in February 2013). 
33 See Mohammad Fajrul Falaakh. “Menupas RUU Ormas”. National Law Commission. 
http://www.komisihukum.go.id/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=396%3Amengupas-ruu-
ormas&catid=1%3Alatest-news&Itemid=50&lang=in (accessed in February 2013). 
34 See Berita Satu “Greenpeace Harus Beberkan Rekening Donatur Lokal dan Asing” 
35 See Tribun News. “Kemenkumham Diminta Cabut Izin LSM Asing Greenpeace”. 
http://m.tribunnews.com/2012/11/13/kemenkumham-diminta-cabut-izin-lsm-asing-gp 
36 See Peraturan Menteri Dalam Negri no. 33 Tahun 2012. 
37 See Tempo. “Koalisi LSM Desak RUU Ormas Tidak Disahkan” 
http://www.tempo.co/read/news/2012/09/13/078429336/Koalisi-LSM-Desak-RUU-Ormas-Tidak-Disahkan 
(accessed in February 2013). 
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According to the Indonesian Government, these rules are needed to maintain political stability 
and independence from foreign interests. As mentioned above, the rules could be seen as a 
reaction to the controversial actions of INGOs and foreign-funded local NGOs38 in Indonesia. 
Another reason cited by the Indonesian Government is the need for monitoring the financial 
transparency of NGOs in Indonesia. After all, the propaganda voice of the environmental 
movement, the English website mongabay.com, recognizes the role of Greenpeace as “(…) 
one of [the] most vocal critics and agitators.”39 Indeed, many NGOs in Indonesia are not 
transparent in their financial activities, with some NGOs not even reporting their financial 
statements.  Moreover, groups such as the Forest Peoples Programme or REDD+monitor.org 
possess long-standing counterculture motives whose roots are in the global anarchist 
movements that emerged in the 1990s following the collapse of the Soviet Union.  
 
 
4. COUNTERCULTURE: THE EMERGENCE IN INDONESIA 
 
In search of a new beginning, the fringe actors in the civil society movement were left with little 
choice. Traditionally, the preman (street thug) work for the highest bidder. From organizing 
street demonstrations to supporting political parties for a fee, preman are part and parcel of 
the Indonesian political and social system. Payments for services are set fees.40 But with the 
generally younger generation of demonstrators reaching political voting maturity a political 
awakening is taking place. Many of the 1998 high school kids are deeply engaged in civil 
society groups and militant counterculture movements throughout Indonesia today.  
 
In this evolution we find the attraction to new causes being part of the Zeitgeist that embraces 
the militant fringe actors. Spurred by the political vacuum, many of the current leftist militants 
can be described as Islamic-leftist and pseudo-purist leftist. The Islamic-leftist openly accepts 
faith (“green” Islamic) as part of the revolutionary mind-set (“red” socialist) and justifies the 
green/red (“the new red is green”) ideology as part of a “green” (environmental) cause.  There 
is a tendency for Islam to follow socialism as a new cause in the absence of satisfaction with 
the Islamic leadership. The pseudo-purist leftist claims to be partially green, environmental, 
and Islamic, but is most likely, when underlying motivations are assessed, to be a true follower 
of the socialist cause.  
 
We find that there are new forms of Indonesian “red”-Takfiris. A small group of violent militants 
accepts the Islamic faith as a matter of survival but pursues the pure form of Marxist/Leninist, 
fundamental socialist ideology that increasingly opts for violence.  Like their Jihadist 
counterparts they hold to a dualistic, millennium belief system. Highly mobile and interlinked 
through social media (Facebook, Twitter and others), this group understands the central 
themes of the Indonesian public’s mind-set much better than their Islamic jihadist counterpart.  
Their overall philosophy can be summarized by the comments made by the imprisoned 
terrorist Abu Bakar Bashir, founder and leader of the Jemaah Islamiyah splinter terror group, 
Jamaah Ansharut Tauhid41 who said in an interview from prison, “Islamic law will not be 
practiced in a pure and kaffah the absence of power or Daulah Islamiyyah. And, power or 
Daulah Islamiyyah it would not be successful without including jihad won in it.  Man, know that 
Jihad is the key to victory, glory locks, lock honor for Islam and the Muslims. Allahu Akbar!”  

                                                      
38 http://politik.kompasiana.com/2013/03/29/ruu-ormas-dibalut-kepentingan-asing-546114.html (last 
accessed March 2013) 
39 http://news.mongabay.com/2013/0329-app-afp.html ; 29 March 2013 
40 In 2005 a going rate per day per demonstrator was 50,000 IDR and a food/water packet.  
41 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abu_Bakar_Bashir; (last accessed 10 April 2013) 
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His message was disseminated within 37 minutes approximately 200 times via social media 
sites.42 
 
The prototype new Indonesian neo-socialist fundamentalist is engaged in global affairs, 
associates himself with the Australian writings of a radicalized43 academic, and is in search of 
recovery of a communist past that remains to this day a semi-taboo subject in Indonesian 
affairs. In Sumatra and other parts of Indonesia the Government of Indonesia has identified 
the emergence of neo-communists and categorized these new groups as fundamentalist-
socialist forces.  
 
Although Muslims by faith, these activists pursue a violent, militant counterculture ideology.  A 
subgroup has perforated a WWF/Greenpeace/Friends of the Earth dominated local NGO 
called Jikalahari.44 Within the environmental group structure, well-known activists with 
fundamentalist-socialist credentials are embedded. Key figures include the leaders of Friends 
of the Earth Indonesia-Riau and the People’s Democratic Party45 cadre of the PRD, the current 
media manager of Jikalahari/WWF, former members of Transparency International Indonesia-
Riau, and many other militant activists that pursue a militant Marxist ideology. But this is not 
uniquely restricted to Riau. Communities often reject the political and militant ideologies and 
refer to these new groups as “criminal organizations,” an accusation often denied by the 
leadership of foreign NGOs in an attempt to justify militancy as sheer expression of right to 
activism and ignore the violence that is associated with the violent clashes being 
encouraged.46 
 
Whereas Jikalahari’s original founding idea was the coordination of environmental and civil 
society group efforts, today Jikalahari’s key functions are carried out by fundamental-socialist 
militants who aim to mobilize the public.47 Since 2010, the People’s Democratic Party (PRD) 
has – in collaboration with the militant environmental collective – pursued a collaborative 
campaign against the two well-known Indonesian pulp and paper giants, who hold a strong 
share of the global pulp and paper market. The collaboration is well organized with Jikalahari 
coordinating local and national action and WWF providing the information flow to the global 
partner groups and campaign strategy.  
 
The WWF/Eyes on the Forest provides the information flow, which is often inaccurate and 
suggestive of actions which should be taken locally.  The local groups then execute (without 
oversight) militant campaigns.  In the past such campaigns have caused death, injury, and 
destruction of private property. By 2013, the toll includes one murdered contractor, several 
murder attempts, and the widespread use of arson under the various PRD flags48 in direct 
coordination with different civil society/environmental group actors.  
 
After an eco-sabotage attack against the Bakrie owned PT EMP, in which activists shut down 
a gas flare and thus severely compromised the safety of the workers at an oil and gas facility, 
the police finally arrested the PRD/STR leader Muhammad Riduan, an activist with a long 
history of social agitation and previous arrests under his belt. At the same time, the leader of 

                                                      
42 The activist was identified as a “green” (environmental activist) but pursues militant socialist ideologies. 
43 http://www.marxismconference.org/index.php/program/featured-speakers/item/169-max-lane.html; 
Marxist conference 2013 – Melbourne (accessed in April 2013) 
44 Funded by WWF, FOEI and other foreign groups the local NGO is neither transparent about its funding 
sources; in March 2013 it elected a new board and leadership for the 2013-2014 period of time.  
45 Chairman of the People’s Democratic Party Riau & KAR/Jikalahari member 
46 http://www.belitungku.com/2013/03/walhi-belitung.html;28 March 2013  
47 Interview with Jikalahari Media Manager Made Ali in 2011. 
48 http://riauterkini.com/hukum.php?arr=58437; (accessed in April 2013) 
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Friends of the Earth/WALHI in South Sumatra, Anwar Sadat, who attempted to block the 
construction of a large mill owned by APP, was detained and charged.49   
 
Although Greenpeace and the Rainforest Action Network (RAN) claimed that it was local 
communities who were resisting a company in North Sumatra and painted the picture of a 
simple communal dispute in which private companies were the “bad guys” and villagers the 
“good guys,” the two groups failed to be truthful about the protestors who were arrested for 
serious crimes such as arson and violent death related issues.50 Moreover, media reports 
indicated that the protesters threatened staff working at a company in Toba with rape and 
murder. The incident was reminiscent of the 2002 arrest of protestors that resulted in 
intervention by Jij Vecht Tegen Onrecht,51 who claimed to be a member of a Swedish NGO 
but appears to be Dutch. In a similarly selective and less than truthful account, a 20 December 
2012 WWF Eyes on the Forest report failed to mention a highly relevant murder case for which 
activists have been detained and interrogated by authorities.  
 
This raises the question of why the global NGO leadership of WWF, RAN, and Greenpeace 
sympathize and collaborate with arsonists, murder suspects, and known violence-endorsing 
and property-destroying anarchists who can be linked to the Global Action Network (GAN). It 
is suggested that the increasingly militant mind set has taken hold within these environmental 
NGOs (ENGOs) that supports the escalation of violence to serve chiefly global interests of the 
groups.  
 
While it is true that in many cases corrupt state officials ride roughshod over the rights of local 
communities and individual villagers, it is incorrect and unscientific to portray these conflicts 
as the natural consequence of industrial development.  This portrayal is being done in a 
Manichean manner that is biased against certain societal actors such as private companies.  
The issues at hand are more complex than what ENGO propaganda suggests.  In contrast to 
publicly funded NGOs, private companies not only consume capital but also create it. The 
recent re-emergence of efforts to recreate a 1966 communist past to re-introduce Marxist-
Leninist, neo-socialist concepts is creating real internal security issues for Indonesia.  
 
 
5. THE ISLAMIC RIGHT: THE SNUBBING BY HTI (FOR THE MOMENT) 
 
In February 2013, the Jakarta Post reported that Islamists were lobbying for tougher laws 
governing foreign NGOs.52 According to the article, the conservative group Hizb-ut Tahrir 
Indonesia (HTI) urged lawmakers to prevent NGO campaigns that might threaten the nation’s 
unity. An HTI representative claimed that some NGOs were promoting liberalism, communism, 
and separatism in Indonesia. In March 2013, Misbah, one of the Hizb-ut Tahrir Indonesia 
leaders, questioned whether a pending NGO bill was Islamic enough since the bill“ 
underestimates the Islamic organizations with the liberal nonsense.”53  
 

                                                      
49 http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/02/07/police-told-stop-criminalizing-activists.html (accessed in 
February 2013) ; the activists were found guilty and currently serve 1.5 years in jail.  
50 http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/02/27/police-arrest-31-residents-after-clash-with-pulp-
maker.html (accessed in 28 February 2013) 
51 http://lgtv.thejakartapost.com/index.php/read/news/89589 ; 30 November 2002 (last accessed in March 
2013). Although listed as a Swedish NGO, the name translated into Dutch means “You Fight Against Injustice”. 
52 See http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/02/22/islamists-want-tougher-laws-foreign-ngos.html 
(accessed in February 2013). 
53 http://politik.kompasiana.com/2013/03/29/ruu-ormas-dibalut-kepentingan-asing-546114.html; 28 March 
2013; (accessed in March 2013)  
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The snubbing of the re-born socialists by HTI is worthwhile to mention since the Jakarta based 
PRD attempted to frame a historical relationship between both dualistic ideologies in a piece 
titled, Islamism and Marxism in the Anti-Colonial struggle in West Sumatra 
(berikarionline.com). The author argued, …[t]he two resistance groups are often a reference 
to the anti-colonial struggle in West Sumatra to evoke the spirit of anti-colonialism. The leftist 
leaders, especially the PKI and SI also often use this as a reference to agitate the people’s 
resistance [against the colonialists].  
 
Rebellion in Silungkang involved 18 villages. Although it failed, the popular uprising in 
Silungkang is noteworthy as one of the most heroic revolutions against colonialism. The 
driving forces are mostly clerics and former college student Thawalib Islam.   
 
Hidayat Nur Wahid, the leader of the PKS faction in the House, said that the current bill needed 
to be revised to protect Muslim organizations and to reduce the influence of foreign groups 
and their local affiliates. This dichotomy between Islamic interests and NGOs is notable 
because the militant left courts the Islamic right to join forces and find common ground to 
garner support for its cause.  
 
But the militant left is generally flat out rejected by the radical Islamic groups. This style of 
courtship is pursued for practical and self-serving reasons and is not new in either local or 
international historical terms. For instance, the Molotov-Ribbentrop pact was in essence a 
coalition of two diametrically opposed politically, albeit totalitarian regimes that both pursued 
absolute power. In the context of Indonesia, the anti-colonial struggle led to a short-lived 
marriage of Marxism and Islam in West Sumatra.54 However, the newly re-emerging 
fundamentalist socialists and the militant Islamic forces are essentially in pursuit of the same 
goals: totalitarian power and regime change by violent means. Utopian but nevertheless a 
new reality for Indonesian policy officials. 
 
The extremists are not yet coalition partners, but it must be appreciated that the 
fundamentalist-socialists are at an early stage in their struggle to be accepted by the broader 
public. And this strategy may pay off. Some younger Indonesians may find it more tempting 
to associate themselves with the fundamentalist-socialist cause than with the militant Islamic 
cause of the likes of Jemaah Islamiyah. Fundamentalist-socialism may strike a chord with the 
average Indonesian who perceives a wide and unjust gap between the haves and have-nots 
and is concerned about issues such as the insecurity of land ownership rights. The movement 
may attract labour unions, student bodies, the agrarian base, and the poor in the urban 
centres. There are valid concerns but the solutions proposed by leftists would only exacerbate 
the problems. Indonesia does not need an authoritarian leftist state but more economic 
democracy, e.g. reforms of property rights, the tax code, rules of law, trade liberalization and 
privatization.55  
 
Although the mutual attraction of the fundamentalist-socialist NGOs and the militant Islamic 
right has not yet been fully realized by both parties, their ideological affinity is likely to lead to 
closer cooperation in the future and loose cooperation between militant activists from both 
camps is known to have already occurred. Collaboration can be expected to become more 
evident and articulated if both fringe groups lose out in their current political quests.  We see 
a real risk that as frustrated, disenfranchised radicalized activists will turn onto similar paths 

                                                      
54 See http://www.berdikarionline.com/gotong-royong/20120303/islamisme-dan-marxisme-dalam-
perjuangan-anti-kolonial-di-sumatera-barat.html (accessed in April 2013). 
55 See the Economic Freedom of the World Index at www.freetheworld.com. Economic freedom correlates 
significantly with economic well-being and is one of the strongest positive relationships in social science and 
economic research. 
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with a violent trajectory.  Past behaviour suggests that in their in an attempts to retain a voice 
they will be tempted to initiate new acts of terror in particularly if the fringe is unsuccessful in 
gaining ground in the political process and are further marginalized.  
 
 
6. CREATION OF CONFLICTS: ENGOS AS VEHICLES FOR POLITICAL POWER  
 
NGOs in Indonesia have been seen as a “catalyst for democratization,” monitoring 
government budgets, shedding light on corruption scandals, and advocating important 
democratic reforms.56 According to Mietzner and Aspinall (2010), “many of the key political 
reforms of the post-1998 period probably would not have materialized or would have been 
much weaker” had the NGOs not existed.  As a result, CSOs/NGOs and their sub-category 
ENGOs have not been seen as creators of conflicts or as a negative influence for Indonesia’s 
development and societal harmony by mainstream political scientists.  
 
Accordingly, a study by Harvard researcher Julien-Francois Gerber on conflicts over industrial 
tree plantations in developing countries does not identify NGOs as contributors to social 
conflict but as champions of the local peoples’ interests.57 The author finds on page 173 of his 
article that the “immediate cause of [Industrial Tree Plantations] is mainly related to the large-
scale occupation of state land customarily used by local inhabitants.” He, however, fails to 
highlight that a lack of effective property rights is a fundamental cause of the trouble. He 
correctly identifies subsidies as having perverse effects (“making plantations viable on land 
which may be better put to other uses”) but then goes on to parrot the usual anti-development 
rhetoric of green activists such as “consuming less plantation products” and a “drastic 
reduction of fossil fuel consumption,” which is tantamount to advocating a drastic reduction of 
living standards. 
 
That ENGO policies and activism should be viewed under a more critical lens becomes clear 
when one looks for analyses outside mainstream research and media.58 The Canadian Ludwig 
von Mises Institute is such an alternative source of information and has published an article 
on Greenpeace that will certainly surprise the reader of mainstream opinion articles: “(…) if 
the media treated environmental activists with the scepticism that any political lobbyist 
deserves, if members of the public were reminded that lobbyists of every stripe mislead and 
exaggerate, if everyone understood that greens want power in exactly the same way that 
members of Conservative, Democrat, Labour, Liberal, Republican, and Tory parties want 
power, we’d all be better off. Instead, when we look at a green activist too many of us still see 
a saint rather than a politician.” This view is shared by the New Zealand High Court.  
 
The Ludwig Van Mises institutes states further, “[w]hen you donate money to Greenpeace you 
are funding people who advocate a system of global governance. A system in which 
unaccountable …bodies have “real powers” … then to force people, businesses, and nations 
to comply. When you donate money to Greenpeace you are funding people who want new 
taxes, who want to meddle with the economic system in myriad ways, who believe the entire 
“global trade system” is their plaything. ….Which means these Greenpeace officials aren’t 
serious grownups. They don’t live in the real world, where we’ve learned the hard way that 

                                                      
56 See Marcus Mietzner, Edward Aspinall (2010): Problems of Democratisation in Indonesia: An Overview, in: 
Problems of Democratization in Indonesia – Elections, Institutions and Society, ISEAS, Singapore, page 12. 
57 See Julien-Francois Gerber (2011): Conflicts over industrial tree plantations in the South: Who, how and why?, 
in: Global Environmental Change 21, page 172. 
58 See for example the NGO World Growth for alternative views on green issues in developing countries. See 
also http://mises.ca/posts/blog/greenpeace-unep-cozy-under-the-bedcovers/ (accessed in February 2013). 
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good intentions often lead to horrific results. Instead, these are old-fashioned lefties, recycling 
mush-headed, broken-record analyses. (…) Good intentions often lead to horrific results.”   
 
Regarding the vicious cycle of good intentions, observers should be aware that direct action, 
and even violent action, usually triggers a donor response benefiting the perpetrators of these 
actions.59 Moreover, the latter can commit crimes with impunity as long as they do so under 
the banner of the good intention of saving the environment. This is because currently good 
intentions seem to provide sufficient grounds for leniency towards crime in the public’s and 
government’s eyes in Western liberal democracies. In other words violent, militant, direct 
action makes money.  
 
Donor money in fact provides the basis for more violent action, which in turn generates more 
media reports.  These media reports are for the most part written by activists themselves and 
freely posted on non-independent “captive websites” (such as mongabay.com or Mother 
Jones).  Their purpose is to generate an image of impending doom through spurious claims 
about sinking islands60 or the illegal trade of frankincense61 (which actually turned out to be 
Benzoin resin, a product that causes sensitization and potentially leads to allergic responses). 
According to a 1998 Center for International Forest Research/CIFOR report, the 
“frankincense” trade “is the most likely to decrease, as using benzoin in rituals is now 
perceived as backward.” 62 

 
It should by now be clear that ENGOs deliberately create social conflict in their quest for power 
and the ability to regulate other people’s lives. Thus writes Thorsten Mann:63 “If there is 
inadequate public support for the establishment of a global eco-socialist dictatorship, then this 
support must be created artificially. If the government of a state resists the "Global 
Governance" of the UN, an army of paid NGOs is ready to fight and exert public pressure on 
this government.” All too often these statements are dismissed as vacuous anti-‘green’ talk, 
seldom are they given due attention by academia and investigated further.  
 
From an Indonesian perspective the recent cozy relationship between foreign NGOs and 
foreign governments raises the question of what controls are in place in the Western liberal 
democracies to ensure that the public funds meant for well-intended programs actually 
achieve their objectives and do not contribute to an increase in social conflict. Some 
government officials might not comprehend the consequences of the funding they allocate, 
but they should realize that the relationship between NGOs and governments is often too close 
to be healthy for society at large,  “The European Union is funding some of the most powerful 
environmental NGOs in Brussels – while in turn, they lobby the EU for more money and 
influence.”64  
 

                                                      
59 Communications with European Paper Network actors, 2012  
60 http://www.metroterkini.com/read-5702-2013-05-12-acacia-forest-sink-rapp-threatens-padang-island.html  
12 May 2013 
61 http://dpppartobuna.wordpress.com/2013/02/27/konflik-lahan-dengan-pt-tpl-16-warga-pandumaan-
sipituhuta-tersangka/ - 27 February 2013 
62 http://www.cifor.org/online-library/browse/view-publication/publication/437.html; Experiences in benzoin 
resin production in Sumatra, Indonesia 1998 (last accessed March 2013) 
63 See Thorsten Mann (2010): Rote Lügen in grünem Gewand – Der kommunistische Hintergrund der Öko-
Bewegung (Red lies in green clothes – The communist backdrop of the eco movement), Kopp, page 149. The 
original passage reads in German: Wenn es in der Öffentlichkeit keine ausreichende Unterstützung für die 
Errichtung einer globalen ökosozialistischen Diktatur gibt, dann muss diese Unterstützung eben künstlich 
erzeugt werden. Sträubt sich die Regierung eines Staates gegen die "Global Governance" der UNO, dann steht 
ein Heer bezahlter NGOs Gewehr bei Fuß, um öffentlichen Druck auf diese Regierung auszuüben.“ 
64 See http://www.policynetwork.net/accountability/publication/friends-eu (accessed in February 2013). 
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The funding excesses and direct action cycles are mutating from the abstract to the bizarre. 
Most recently, the WWF raised eyebrows by announcing it is planning to use drones to protect 
wildlife.65 The NGO assumes it has a mandate to operate in Indonesia in ways which disregard 
property rights and other laws.  Although publicized as protecting the environment66 in an Eyes 
on the Forest letter to one of the Indonesian paper producers, the threatened use of drones 
and the tone of the letter suggested an air of superiority, almost as if green lobbyists regard 
themselves as ultimate decision-makers to which private companies had better submit: 
“access concessions and mills and verify either in person or remotely all commitments, at any 
time and without prior notification, including air space to photograph and videotape… (…) 
APRIL will establish an escrow account managed by an independent third party, mutually 
accepted by APRIL and civil society including Eyes on the Forest to pay for all monitoring 
activities related to its commitments.67  
 
The initiative referenced is funded by Google. WWF’s statement suggests implementation is 
occurring in a way that is considerably different from what the grant for the project given by 
Google68 stated.  The use of drones by non-governmental actors has been interpreted as an 
undermining of the state and is likely to increase social conflict further as these non-
governmental actors illegitimately move to assume functions that have always been the 
province of governments.69 The usage of drones by the WWF is now being used to coerce 
private companies to pay for services not solicited by the companies and to subscribe to 
commercial services in which the NGOs have financial stakes to “reacquire a [WWF] FSC 
certification.” The latter is legally trumped by agreements between governments and private 
actors. Moreover, the use of drones, and the illegitimate assumption of security functions 
formerly carried out by the state directly, bodes ill for the rule of law and gives rise to the 
perversion of unaccountable public-private quasi governments. 
 
 
7. THE GREEN ‘WARS’: CLASS WARFARE AND TORTOUS METHODS 
 
NGOs are described as part of the Global Action Network that comprises both NGOs and 
CSOs with their own lingua franca or doublespeak. Semi-military rank structure appears within 
the language suggesting the NGOs behave as a structured body of activists with methods out 
of the textbooks of military science rather than environmental manuals.  The descriptive 
language of activists used adopts a semi-military rank structure with Direct Action 
Coordinators (DACs) and Direct Action Activists (DAAs) engaged in the ‘battle’ against the 

                                                      
65 See http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2013/feb/07/wwf-wildlife-drones-illegal-trade?CMP=twt_gu 
(accessed in February 2013). 
66 http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2013/feb/07/wwf-wildlife-drones-illegal-trade; 7 February 2013 
(last accessed in March 2013) 
67 Page 17 ; Eyes on the Forest report 20 December 2012 
http://www.eyesontheforest.or.id/attach/EoF%20(20Dec12)%20APRIL%20Riau%20Sumatras%20biggest%20fo
rest%20pulper%202009%20to%202012.pdf (last accessed March 2013)  
68 http://www.policymic.com/articles/20338/google-wwf-drones-google-supplies-wwf-with-drones-to-help-
stop-poachers-in-africa   
69 http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2012/12/2012129145310214614.html ;  WWF drones raise 
serious questions to international security (last accessed February 2013)  
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‘Climate Destroyers’ or ‘Forest Criminals.’70 The language in the so-called counterculture 
creates an enemy, similar to jihadist language, by demonizing and criminalizing the targets.71 
In the case of the militant environmental movement industries are increasingly fighting back 
arguing that fundraising/financial motivations are the primary objectives of groups like 
Greenpeace. The U.S. National Fisheries Institute72 identified in one example Greenpeace as 
part of a ‘shakedown’73 in a bid to extract money from the targeted industry74 only to attack the 
industry later if the agreements, that were impossible to uphold, were not upheld. This 
behaviour is reminiscent of mob-style extortion rackets.  
 
On occasions, targeted companies choose to engage “green consultancy groups” like The 
Forest Trust (TFT) or the Robertsbridge Group, which are packed with former NGO leaders.75  
Such payment for services, often viewed as restitution or reflections of corporate guilt, are no 
doubt paid by companies in the hope that the NGOs will back off from targeting them further. 
Although such payments are private company-to-company contractual relationships, they do 
not provide the payers with added security.  
 
Asia Pulp and Paper/APP, for example, achieved a cease-fire with Greenpeace after the 
former U.S. ambassador to Indonesia Cameron Hume76 negotiated with TFT to facilitate an 
agreement with Greenpeace.  Despite a de facto cease-fire being achieved, Greenpeace was 
quick to point out that no agreement with APP was signed. Mongabay.com writes, 
“Nevertheless, the influence of the pulp and paper sector remains strong in Indonesia. Last 
year, APP's parent Sinar Mas Group hired Cameron Hume, the former U.S. ambassador to 
Indonesia, as an "adviser" less than four months after leaving his position.” Hume was 
identified in a Wikileaks U.S. Department of State cable as highly critical of APP only a few 
years earlier.  
 
He wrote, “Not all firms have such responsible management. Indonesia's second and third 
largest palm oil firms and their subsidiaries, Asian Agri (Raja Garuda Mas or RGM) and Sinar 
Mas (SMART), are relevant examples. ….. Several years ago the founder of Sinar Mas, Eka 
Cipta Widjaya, was accused of embezzling hundreds of millions of dollars in the Asia Pulp and 
Paper debacle. More recently, environmental NGO WWF felt compelled to break off its 
relationship with Sinar Mas' pulp and paper division because of its failure to adhere to 
environmental norms… the Greenpeace report ……, it is wrong about the principal causes, 

                                                      
70 See Gatra “Lima Aktivis Greenpeace Ditahan Polres Siak”. 2009 http://arsip.gatra.com//2009-11-
25/artikel.php?id=132346; (last accessed in February 2013); The detained forest campaigner were:  Greenpeace 
Southeast Asia, Bustar Maitar, Ashish Fernandes (from India), Asti Roesle (from Switzerland), Richard Carlson 
(from New Zealand), Stephanie Goodwin (from Canada), and Valarie (from Scotland). The diversity of the 
activists shows the global campaign nature and although recently Greenpeace won a case in Scotland this was 
primarily due because the company had poor understanding on the machinations of Greenpeace’s global 
operations. 
71 The Green Wars in Asia; ( Wimmer), 23 August 2010  
72 
http://www.fishupdate.com/news/fullstory.php/aid/19272/Greenpeace_heavily_criticised_by_US_fish_institu
te.html; 8 April 2013 (accessed in April 2013) 
73 http://www.tunafortomorrow.com/tft/greenpeace-hypocrisy-3/; Greenpeace Hypocrisy; 12 March 2013 
(accessed in April 2013) 
74 http://www.seafoodsource.com/newsarticledetail.aspx?id=11828; 18 August 2011 (accessed in February 
2013)  
75 http://www.robertsbridgegroup.com/; the consultancy employs former Friends of the Earth International 
Director Tony Juniper. At present a special adviser to The Prince’s Charities International Sustainability Unit 
and a Senior Associate with the Cambridge University Programme for Sustainability Leadership. Editor-in-Chief 
of GREEN Magazine; (accessed in March 2013) 
76 http://news.mongabay.com/2011/0317-pulp_and_paper.html; 17 March 2011 (accessed in February 2013) 
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misidentifies the culprits, and fails to acknowledge the positive impact Western-led self-
regulation programs are having on the industry.77”  
 
Mongabay.com in 2011 stated, “While not technically in violation of U.S. State Department 
ethics guidelines for seeking post-government employment roles, Hume's move, raised 
eyebrows in some circles. "Hume's hiring occupies a bit of a grey area," said a State 
Department official reached by mongabay.com. "But they always tell us to 'avoid the 
appearance of impropriety' so you can see why it didn't sit well with some." The official asked 
to remain anonymous.”78  
 
Critics have raised the question why, in this case, the company has been prepared to pay for 
something that does not result in a solution. The answer is simple: deniability and what the 
U.S. National Fisheries Institute calls “extortion,” i.e. the ability to continue attacking of 
company (such as Nike or Mattel) if it refuses to pay for Greenpeace’s peace. So far the 
dogmatic approaches taken by increasingly militant environmental groups have evaded 
scrutiny of the U.S legislation or other criminal statutes; however Indonesian and other 
lawmakers globally are beginning to identify and investigate the questionable tactics employed 
by the global ENGO community.  
 
The newly appointed FSC Executive Director Kim Carstensen79 stated in his appointment 
interview that FSC as a certification body “want[s]… to have a very strong focus on our 
constituencies on the social side: Indigenous Peoples Groups, Trade Unions and others, so 
we maintain a true balance between all three interests: the social, environmental and 
economic.”80 His comments sound more like a campaign plan for mass mobilization than a 
plan for focusing on providing impartial certification services. Carstenesen’s statement seems 
to indicate that the WWF’s traditional core functions are being diluted and that, while good 
intentions may exist, the WWF leadership is focusing more on fuelling class warfare than on 
impartially protecting the environment as it has historically purported to do.  
 
The WWF and its global partners of the ‘big ten’ NGO cluster have launched broadsides 
against the forest industry in Indonesia, accusing it of failing to live up to commitments on 
conservation and sustainability. Subsequently, APP made a commitment to implement High 
Conservation Value Forest (HCVF) assessments in forest areas, and succumbing to the 
endless onslaught of anti-APP action.81  
 
This was counted as a victory by ENGOs such as the WWF and Greenpeace and was widely 
celebrated among environmental activists, although subsequently WWF itself questioned the 
outcomes achieved.82 However, the effects of this new APP policy are likely to be neutral and 
might even lead to an increase in deforestation, as demand for paper tends to be inelastic and 
operational costs remain high due to legal uncertainty, government corruption, and the high 

                                                      
77 http://wikileaks.org/cable/2007/11/07JAKARTA3278.html; US embassy Jakarta cable, 30 November 2007 
(accessed in February 2013) 
78 http://news.mongabay.com/2011/0317-pulp_and_paper.html; 17 March 2011 (accessed in February 2013) 
79 https://ic.fsc.org/newsroom.9.105.htm; 24 July 2012 (last accessed in March 2013)  
80 http://gftn.panda.org/?206745/Interview-with-Kim-Carstensen-new-FSC-Director-General; 16 November 
2912 Interview with Kim Carstensen, new FSC Director General (accessed January 2013)  
81 See World Growth. “WWF Still Vilifying Vietnam and Indonesia”. http://worldgrowth.org/2012/08/forestry-
and-poverty-project-newsletter-issue-38-august-2012/ 
82 http://www.risiinfo.com/techchannels/environment/Greenpeace-on-APP-u201CThere-is-still-a-lot-of-work-
to-dou201D.html; 25 March 2013; interview of Andy Tait, Greenpeace 
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conservation costs that will be off-set by higher prices ultimately borne by the consumer83 and 
a withdrawal by key industry players from the certification process.  
 
Most of the Indonesian NGOs, with the exception of Greenpeace, by and large operate 
independently from their foreign mothers, though they still bear the corporate logo of their 
parents.  The lack of questioning and authoritative oversight by parent NGOs, coupled with 
weak internal governance processes have resulted in widespread abuses. Since Greenpeace 
tends to operate in a centrally controlled manner, its cooperation with militant actors requires 
closer scrutiny. The abuses carried out by Greenpeace tend to be intentional.  Greenpeace 
has chosen a path of extortionate demands after its recent “defeat” of one of the world’s largest 
paper and pulp and palm oil corporations and has signalled it is now turning its attention to 
APP’s “unreformed”84 competitor.  
 
Even since its détente with Greenpeace, the “reformed” corporation, APP, continues to be858687 
accused by militant groups on an almost daily basis.  Containing the company is a priority 
matter of global strategy. The activist role being played by European Government policy 
officials based in Jakarta, many of whom are intensively networked with NGOs, is another 
area for scrutiny.  A recent presentation held by a UK Department For International 
Development (DFID) official who is embedded in the Indonesian Ministry of Forestry (MOF), 
included the statement, in the context of illegal logging, “[i]ndependent monitoring means 
nowhere to hide” and that “social conflict is likely to be the biggest challenge to natural 
resource-based companies in the tropics.”88 Such Orwellian language is a reminder of what 
challenges private interests face in Indonesia. 
 
Viewed from a development perspective, the presentation made by the UK official is 
noteworthy. First, it assumed and aimed to send a message that APP (or any company) is 
engaging in illegal logging and therefore argued that APP (and presumptuously the 
unreformed competitor) are endorsing and supporting or/and benefiting from illegal logging. 
Second, apparent DFID acknowledgement that activism targeting the corporation has proven 
successful raises the question: does DFID, an official foreign government institution, supports 
militant anti-development policies that are contributing to the creation of a violent counter 
culture movement?  
 
As stated earlier, original good intention can lead to unintended consequences if there is 
inadequate critical oversight of civil society.  New elements of politically motivated violence 
have emerged in Indonesia that neither academia nor the political leadership at the donor level 
or in Indonesia itself seem willing to critically examine. Dangerously, in the cauldron of 
Indonesia the ideological resurrection of the old-communist myths combined with mind sets 
which legitimize the use of violent means are unleashing forces which are yet to be completely 
understood.  
 

                                                      
83 See The Jakarta Globe ,“Why Continuing to Work Against The Market Does  Little to Protect Indonesian 
Dorest“. http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/opinion/why-continuing-to-work-against-the-market-does-little-to-
protect-indonesias-forests/573148 (accessed in February 2013). 
84 http://www.daff.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/2264810/andy-roby-illegal-logging.pdf;  28 March 
2013 
85 http://phys.org/news/2013-03-green-groups-accuse-paper-giant.html; 28 March 2013 
86 http://charity-charities.org/news.php?artid=2010665; 28 March 2013 
87 
http://www.wwf.or.id/tentang_wwf/upaya_kami/forest_spesies/upaya_kami/hob/hobresources/index.cfm?u
NewsID=27740&uLangID=1; 28 March 2013 
88 http://www.daff.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/2264810/andy-roby-illegal-logging.pdf;  28 March 
2013 

mailto:editor@dafz.org
http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/opinion/why-continuing-to-work-against-the-market-does-little-to-protect-indonesias-forests/573148
http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/opinion/why-continuing-to-work-against-the-market-does-little-to-protect-indonesias-forests/573148
http://www.daff.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/2264810/andy-roby-illegal-logging.pdf
http://phys.org/news/2013-03-green-groups-accuse-paper-giant.html
http://charity-charities.org/news.php?artid=2010665
http://www.wwf.or.id/tentang_wwf/upaya_kami/forest_spesies/upaya_kami/hob/hobresources/index.cfm?uNewsID=27740&uLangID=1
http://www.wwf.or.id/tentang_wwf/upaya_kami/forest_spesies/upaya_kami/hob/hobresources/index.cfm?uNewsID=27740&uLangID=1
http://www.daff.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/2264810/andy-roby-illegal-logging.pdf

	English Cover - Vol 2
	English - Vol 2 - Civil Society  Actors in Indonesia

